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Yet, they have been identified and used very early on by human societies, who then exploited their 
physical and chemical characteristics: first of all, a strong colouring strength associated with a large range 
of abilities and know-hows, and subsequently an ability to be shaped thanks to their transformation into 
metal, which was discovered as early as the end of the Neolithic period. 
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Bracelets de Canaval (Fleurac, Dordogne), 
bronze, âge du Bronze moyen, Musée 
national de Préhistoire © Musée national de 
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